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Chairman Michael Powell ol .
Federal Communications Commission ) Cf 7 [ O
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strength_>-not repeal, tt few remaining
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownersl plin the
clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over
the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more
than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning
more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers
of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous
press is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy.

In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the
presentation of a broad range of political views have become

increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio

and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments,
the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery
have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership
regulations point to new media avenues like cable television and the
Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business
"efficiencies,” yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the

rights of consumers not corporations.

A5 part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and
independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on
media ownership consolidation.

| also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary
citizens to hear their views, ratherthan to the well-paid lobbyists

of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's

rules.

| look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

| am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the
clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over
the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more
than 35 percent ofthe nation's homes or a single company from owning
more than sight radio stations in the same market, are crucially
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers

of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous
press IS a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy.

In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the
presentation of a broad range of political views have become
increasingly threatened. 'Corporate chains now contro! nearly aij radio
and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments,
the dumbing-down «f political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery
have becomeithe norm in America's mainstream media.

(il N
Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership,
regulations point to new media avenues like cable television and the
Initernet. Here; too, however, we find the same handfit of familiar
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business
"efficiencies," yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defznd the
rights of consutmners not corporations.

id

As part of yowr 90-dav comment. period, ] @am asking you to stand up for
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and
independent press by supporting and strengthening: current limits on
media ownership consolidaiion.

| also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ardinary
citizens to thear their views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists
of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's



rules.
| look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Septermnber 17, 2002

Chammnan Michael Fowel!

Federal Communications Commissicn
445 12th Sueet SW

Washmgton, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chainnan Michael Powell,

['am wriling to urge you 1o strengtlion ot eepeald, the t2w remzining rules that prevent near 1otal

concentration of ewnership in the cluichz: ota {ow corporations. The current domination of the tadio.
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handiul of «onipaies is already damaging our democracy Already
draniatically loosened over the past decade. vwirership resitvhiens that. For exampte. keep a single television
network from owning stations that breadcast Uy mives than 35 parcent ot the nation's homes o a single company
trom ewning rmore than eight radio stations in the rame market, are aiucially impartant if we are to protect

cur navon frem the very real dangers of media monopehes.

As Amerlea's Founding Futhers understcod, o free, diverse and vigorous press 1s a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades. however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
braad range of political views have become increasingly thireatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage. and cven dangerous demagoguery have beeome the nerm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support guttuig the FCC's inedia ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same bandful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations asa source of New business "efficiencies."
yet it 15 the FC('s responsibility to defend the righis of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, | am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of idcas suppaorted
Iy a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening ¢urrant limits on media ownership
consolidation.

| afso want to wge you m the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those wheo stand to benefit finangia_llly from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing whrre you stand on this mportant issue

Sincerely,

ViggesT

NoLhk LoPsz
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September 17, 2002

Cha inan Metae] Pover!

Fodorab O mpaunications £ omnissien
Al T Norset S

Woskimgtey e 2isag

Dlear 0 havmaoan Muwchae! Pow oL

Lam v nttig oourzs vontostreagtrn, pot repesd e few ranaanmg nales that prevent poar total

conce: tLon o woershape i e clitsies ofa few cerporations, The cumrent domunase o o1 G5

broad ast s aevspaper mdasties By bandtul ot compansos abady danaging oo derataces Yo by
Trovstiealls jecsensd on o the past decads ownership roseonons that, fos example. Leep oo ang e e o
ook o e g stations thiat b it 4 e U 37 AT TR LSTEN 012 Y F TR RS T LA DREV o \ln_,': BT B B RS IS
ten iy e than eieht tadn st e o the sae naiket are il s et v aoe to e et

aur pattes remt e e eal doangers ot e e e hies

As Amertca’s Founcnie bBoaliers andersnods o e e crsc and agoro ns mvess e wonecesurs bedddh onedaien
tor  functicsny femoorae s s recent Lo ades g or respensible pows coneray e and the presen stk of 2
broad van g o pohitioal s e Race Beccae mareasingbe TLreateas b Corpensz chaiis s contredinsaey all
radio and tolesion stateens. Massoce badgsr vnbacks e nev s diopartnienes the dunshueg-doeva of = -hmad
wory B o s s s the e r Yiened s maanstrzam mcdia

coverage, and oo daceer s Jdonag

L

Thase private mrerests o beosupper™ cutta tee FOO TS media oo esip egelate e gl to e mcdir aneness
like cable televiston an:! the dnt-me Viers e moveser e Nind the seme hand til of franhan names

dommating what infemation the vas sy 8 g0 cans regei venr o dails base, e maspoe
teteconununteations o bbe Jdefends repeel -y whll' gl E Ay a sour S -F o buseer s Teticrnses,”

vet it s the FCCls respor~i'siins to d oot v Aeermaamers Gl rpeniions

As part of your 90-day comment periad, Ta y aking vou to ~tand i~ for the froe mark stplace of sdess supooried
tv a fr2e, diverse and ndependent piess by supporting and stropglive s ol bnnts cnmedy ooneship

conselidation.

{ ulso want W urge you in the sropgest way o reach out to erdinury citizens to hear their views, rather
thun 1< the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand 1o bene it financially from changing the FCC's rules.

[ look tarward to hearing where you stand un this imporiani issue.

Sincerely,
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18 September 20 ZE
809 S. Catherine Aye. %
LaGrange, IL 6052 \ O
Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission o
445 12th Street SW \3
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell:

I ain writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the

hands of a few corporations. The current domination ofthe radio,
broadcast and newspaper induslries by only a few companies is
already lirmiting our access to informatian. Already dramatically loosened over
the past decade, ownershp restrictions that for example. keep a
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more
than 35 percent of the nation's homes or & single company from owning
more than eight radio stalions in the saine market, are crucially
important if we are to protect our nation horn the very real dangers

of media monopolies.

As America's Founders understood, a free, diverse and vigorous

piess is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy.

In recent decades. howewer, responsible news coverage and the
presentation of a broad range of political views have become

increasiiigly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio

and television stations Massive budget cutbacks for news departments,
the dunibinydown of palitical coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery
haw become the norm in Amenca's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCCs media ownership
regulations point to new media avenues like cable telebision and the
Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar

narnes dominating what information the vast majority of Americans
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business
"efficiencies,'yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the

rights of consumers not corporations.

As part ofyour 90-day comment period, | am asking you to stand up for
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and
independent piess by supporting and strengthening current limits on
media ownership consolidation.

| also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary
citizens to heur their iews, ralher than to the well-paid lobbyists

of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's
rules

| look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.

—— - .

Sincereiy, " )
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642 West 70th Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64113
September 23, 2002

Mr. Michael Powelk Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that protect diversity
and freedom on speech on the airways. The current domination of the radio, broadcast and
newspaper industries by a handful of companies is a frightening development. It is already damaging
our democracy by "standardizing' the information that most Americans see and hear, So that there are
fewer and fewer points of view to be heard. N
Ownership restrictions are crucially important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers
of media monopolies. These restrictions have already been dramatically loosened over the past decade,
and the trend simply must stop. If we are to remain a free and informed society, we must retain
ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television network from owning stations that
broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning more than
eight radio stations in the same market.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock
foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the
presentation of a broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains
now control nearlv all radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments,
the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in
America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media
avenues like cable television and the Jnternet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The
massive telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business
"efficiencies,” yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part d your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas
supported by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limitson
media Ownership consolidation.

lalso want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-piid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially fromchanging the FCC's rules.
Further, 1 urge you to make a determination which is consistent with the free and democratic society our
fur-cfathersenvisioned. We simply cannot allow large corporations to control the information

Americans receive.
I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue,
Sincerely,

ﬁ%&éﬂ/mé ey

Murray
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Septeniber 17. 2002

(“hainnan Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

YWashington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell.

I ani writing to urge you to strengtlien, not repeal. the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentratton of ownership in the clutches o' a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
draimatically loosened over the past decade. ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owsing stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important ii'we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopoiies.

As America's Founding Fathers understond., a fiee, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
fora functivning democracy. In recent decades. however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly tireatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous deinagoguery liave become the nonn i America's imainstrearmn media.

Those private interests who support guttuig the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and'the Internet. Here. too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names

dominating what information the vast inajority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"

yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, | ant asking vou to stand up for tlie free marketplace of ideas supported
bv a free. diverse and independent press by suppurting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation,

| also want to wge »ou in the suongest way tu reach vut t0 ordinary citizens L0 hear their views, rather
than to the well-patd lobbvists of those who stand tu benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

ook forward to hearing where you stand on thy unporwant issue,

Sincerely,
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Judith Silverman
6609 Lawnton Avenue
Philadelphia, PA. 19126
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September 17, 2002

Chauman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 | 2th Strect SW

Washingion, D 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell

| am writing to urge you o strengthen,not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration ofownership in the clutéhes ofa few corporations. Tke current domination Of the radio,
hroadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy  Already
drainatically loosened over the past decade, owuership restrictions that. for example, keep a single welevision
network from owniing stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a smgle company
from owning more than eight radio statias in the same market. are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, 3 free, diverse and vigorous press s a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of pelitical views have becorne increasingly threatened. Corporate chams now control nearly all
radio and tel=vision stations. Massive budger cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Thoxe private interests who support gutting the FCC™s media ownership regulations pomi 1o new media avenues
like cable television and the [nternet. Here. too, however, we find the same handfol of familiar wanies
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on 3 daily basis. The nwassive
telecommunications lobby defends repeul of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies.”
vet itisthe FCC'S responsibility to defond the rights of conswmers not corporations.

As part of your 40-day cmnment period, | am askingyou to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening currentlimits on media ownership

consolidation.

| alsowant to urge vou in the strongesi way to reach gut to ardinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of thoss who stand o benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I ook forward to hearing where you stand ou this unpartant issue.

Sincerely.

CAV&;c Jom f’lﬁ'@/l"‘:'f"
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September 17, 2002

Chauman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Comnnission
443 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20534

Dear FCC Chanman Michael Powell.

[ am writing to urge veu to strengthen. not repeal. the few remainng rules that preveat near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a feww corporations. The current dominatien of the radio.
broadeast and aewspaper industries by a handful of compantes s already damaging our demaoctacy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade. ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a stngle television
petwork from owning stations that broadeast to more than 33 percent of the nation's homes or a smgle company
from owning more than sight radio stattons 1o the same market. are cruclly umportant if we are te protect

our nation [rom the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Foundwg Fathers understood. o free. diverse and vigorous press 1s a necessary bedrock foundation
for 4 tunctioning democracy. In recent decadas, however, responsible news coverage and the preseniation ot a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now contrel nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budzet cuthacks for news departments. the dumbing-down ¢ [ potitical
coveraze. and even dangerous demazoguery have become the norm m America’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the ECC's media ovwnership regulations pouwnt to new media avenues
like cable relevision and the Internet. Here. too. however. we find the same handtul of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majorty of Americans receive on a daily basis, The raassive
Letecommunications lobly detends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "elticlencies.”
vet it 15 the FOC's responsibility to defend the vights of consumears nok corporations.

As part of vour 9-day comment period. T am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and mdependent press by supporting aud strengthening current lumits on media evwnerslap

consolidaton.

[also want o urge you w the straggest way Lo reach out to ordmary citizens to hear their viess. rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of these who stand Lo henetit financially from changmg the FCC's rules

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this mportant issue.
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